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Tansley has a very active Outreach program, with Local, Regional and International projects  
underway.  
 
Locally we host a Food For Life program every Friday morning, Tansley Moves every Monday 
and Thursday, Chill Zone after-school program once a week, a monthly Single Moms group, the  
monthly Halton Fresh Food Box program. We participate with other churches and community  
organizations in the North BurLINKton Dinner Night Out twice a month, as well as, making our  
facilities available for other community programs. We have a food pantry to respond to  
emergency food needs in the community.    
 
We provide management oversight for Tansley Park Community Housing, Inc., the subsidized  
non-profit housing adjacent to the church.  
 
We have a few new programs just getting started.  After reading Up Ghost River, by Edmund  
Metatawabin who is a former First Nations Chief of Fort Albany and a survivor of the residential 
school system, the Tansley book club wanted to find ways to support these communities.  We 
started with a donation to buy fresh fruit for early childcare centres and then continued by  
organizing a combined document shredding and snowsuit drive in the community, which resulted 
in the creation of a fund that will be used to support future First Nations projects, in addition we  
collected over 50 snowsuits which were donated and sent up North. 
 
Thank you to all who have helping with Outreach over the last year, big or small, your efforts 
have been fantastic.  To those of you who have not yet been a part of the action there are many 
ways to get involved in Outreach at Tansley.  After you have read these articles see if God 
speaks to you about how you can get involved.   Remember no action is too small to make a 
huge impact on  
another. 



 
Message from Rev. Stephen Huntley 

 
This Outreach Newsletter is being presented to share with you, the 
congregation of Tansley UC all the wonderful things that are happening in 
our midst.  I am grateful, as Iôm sure you are too, for all those involved in 
Outreach activities at Tansley. They deserve our full admiration and support. 
Please continue to hold them and all the work in your thoughts and prayers. 
It is an important for all congregations of Godôs people, to ask the question, 
who are we being called to bless in the world?  The rationale behind this 
question is that, we, as Godôs chosen and Godôs son and daughters, having 
received blessings are to bless others; we are dispensers of Godôs grace 
not just receivers of Godôs grace.  Any other understanding is to sell both 
God and ourselves short, for blessing others has its own rewards.  
It is an old maxim that it is better to give than receive, and anyone who has 
given that serious thought understands the truth and wisdom and the joy 
and hope this engenders in life.  We see this in the faces of both those who 
give and those who receive. 
 
There are countless stories that seem to come forth daily at Tansley as a 
result of this work in our community, I hardly know where to begin.  Suffice 
to say that these happenings give us hope for the future.  When Godôs 
people begin to care for the least, the last and the little and the last among 
us God is well pleased, for it is to these that God sent his Son into the 
world. 
 
Ask yourselves, therefore, who can I bless today and tomorrow?  How can I 
share my blessings with others and as the song we often sing in church 
says, ñWhat can I do?ò Please contact any member of the Outreach 
Committee or myself and we would be pleased to have you join in this 
blessing. 

Blessings, Rev. Steve  



North BurLINKton Community 
 
In the fall of 2011, various churches and food security groups as 
well as community members was held at Tansley UC to begin 
discussions on community building in North Burlington.  
The priorities identified at that time were community dinner,  
access to recreational programs and improved transit.  
 
North BurLINKton Community Group mission statement:  
 

Together we create inclusive and friendly neighbourhoods that help people  
connect and increase their sense of belonging.  

 
Please see the North BurLINKton http://northburlinkton.cdhalton.ca/ for additional  
information about the wide range of programming and events. 

Building Community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chill Zone is an after school program (drop-in) held every Thursday at Tansley.  
 
Approximately 15 - 25 children attend for homework help, crafts, recreation and  
outdoor play. For the last 3 years, the children have planted a pop-up garden at 
Tansley. This program is staffed by CDH (Community Development Halton) and  
volunteers and is funded through grants.  
 
If you would like to help support this wonderful group financially please contact the 
office.   
 
Also, donations of juice boxes would be appreciated to support this much-needed 
program.   Label them ñChill Zoneò and drop them off at the church office. 

http://northburlinkton.cdhalton.ca/%20


Dinner Night Out 
 
North BurLINKton Dinner Night Out is one of the major initiatives of the North 
BurLINKton community. Dinners are held twice per month (2nd and 4th Wednesdays) at 
Glad Tidings Church on Guelph Line. Approximately 160 guests attend each dinner ï 
except at Christmas with over 300 guests enjoying a Christmas banquet.  
 
Over 30 volunteers come together each time. Multiple Tansley volunteers participate, 
as well as, volunteers from other north Burlington churches of all denominations and 
community volunteers. Dinner Night Out is supported by F4L (Food for Life)/Refresh 
Foods and Partnership West.    
 
If you would like to volunteer, speak with Sheila Young. 
 
http://northburlinkton.cdhalton.ca/community-dinner/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

News from Behind the scenes 
 
Last May we celebrated the 4th anniversary of Dinner Night Out.  
Not all the stories happen at the tables -- there's a group of about 20 volunteers that 
turns up in the kitchen at about 3 in the afternoon to prepare the dinner. They come 
from different churches and community groups, as well as the community at large. 
Young and old, they all pitch in, and there is laughter and shared stories.  
Several young men help at the stove, vying for the opportunity to saut® vegetables, 
heave pots of water on and off the stove, cut up meat or ladle ingredients into huge 
casserole dishes. It's up to the "stove boss" (often one of our Tansley women) to  
ensure that the right ingredients go together as planned, and that everything is hot 
and ready to serve at 6 on the dot. She coaches and directs the team, helping build 
cooking and team skills. She also gets to hear about how school or work or the 
search for work has gone for the last couple of weeks, and sometimes shares the joys 
or sorrows that colour their lives.  
It's not all just about the meal, out there in the kitchen -- it's part of how community 
members reach out and support each other. And we have a great time doing it.  
Then we go home, very, very tired.  
Of course, thatôs not the only piece of the puzzle that is Dinner Night Out.  A crew  
arrives to set up the table and chairs, the buffet tables are put out and the plates and 
cutlery stacked in the right spots.  Servers arrive to serve the food to the guests and 
then of course there is clean up.  Many, many hands come together to make Dinner 
Night Out a success twice a month! 



Community Families 
 
Tansley supports many families in our area who need a friendly 
ear to listen, food help, housing/kitchen/furniture supplies, child/
parenting issues, school issues, security and safety, legal issues, 
income tax etc. In many cases we help directly and in others we 
help them make connect with community resources that are in a 
better position to assist. The community is always welcome to join 
in Tansley congregational activities and/or worship. 

North BurLINKton Single Moms @ Tansley 
 
With the support of the Hamilton Conference Investment in Mission and 
Ministry Fund, Tansley started a support group for single moms in North 
Burlington.  After an initial open house in July 2015, the first meeting 
was held on September 2015.  About 20 - 25 women attend each month 
with their children.  
 
When we felt alone this group gives us answers for any question women need. 
It is so hard to be alone in this world with our children. 
I have a sense of belonging. I am not the only one. There are others the same. I donôt feel as 
miserable and frustrated as I used to be. 
We have had the opportunity to make friends. 
I have never been in a space that felt so safe. 

1ÕÏÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÉÎÇÌÅ -ÏÍ 'ÒÏÕÐ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ 

The group meets at 5:45 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  If you would like to 
help out with the preparation and set up for the dinners please contact Janice Martin. 

Tansley Moves 
 
Our two exercise-based programs are continuing.   
 
There will be gentle yoga/ strengthen and stretch (10 classes for 
$80 or $10 drop-in) on Mondays from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm.  For 
additional information, speak with Donna  
Lelievre 
 
Join us for line dancing (10 classes for $50 or $6 for drop-ins) on 
Thursdays from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm.  For additional information, speak with Bonnie 
Blackie 
 
We will continue to investigate what kind of activities are of interest to seniors in our 
community. If you are interested in participating or volunteering, please contact the  
office at Tansley. 



 
North BurLINKton 50+ Afternoons @ Tansley  

 
We are in need of a volunteer to spearhead the re-startup of the 
afternoon drop-ins which offer activities such as bridge, board 
games and social time etc.  
 
Desserts, coffee and tea would be offered. 

Christmas Tansley Elf Network (TEN) 
 
Each year at Christmas, Tansley in partnership 
with our community partners, chooses 10-15 fam-
ilies from our community who need some help.   
 
We provide food hampers, gift cards, gifts, wrap 
and cards.  In addition, our F4L families are able 
to ñgo shoppingò at Tansley to choose toys and 
other gifts for their families.  The hampers usually 
have a turkey or ham.   
 
In addition to the Tansley congregation, Food for Life also supports this program.  
 
  

Little Free Library @ Tansley  
 
The Tansley congregation loaded up the library in Septem-
ber 2015.  
 
It is positioned at the front door of the church. The premise is 
to ñtake a book, leave a bookò. There is an open invitation to 
the congregation to bring in a book (adult and childrenôs) to 
help with the continued stocking of our Little Free Library.  
 
This concept started in 2009 in Hudson, Wisconsin.   
More information at http://littlefreelibrary.org/  
 
 



Backpack Program 
 

Tansley partners with Appleby United acting as a distribution 
point for North Burlington to distribute backpacks to families 
who would struggle to provide the necessary school supplies. 
 
In 2016,we distributed backpacks to 110 children.  This was a 
great way for Tansley to connect with more families in our 
community.  Tansley supports this project with the donation of 
Staples gift cards from our VISTA program.  

Block Party 
 
Tansley hosts a ñGet to Know Your Neighbourò Block Party 
on the Sunday after Labour Day weekend.    This year was 
our 4th annual event. 
 
Close to 150 people were in attendance including many  
families from the community.  This was a wonderful  
opportunity for folks from Tansley to connect with our  
neighbours and with each other.  Many Tansley and Community volunteers helped 
plan, make and deliver invitations, donated food items, baked desserts, did face 
painting and supervised the bouncy castle.    
 
Lots of fun for everyone! 

 
Summer Outreach Youth Coordinator 
 
Through the federal governmentôs Canada Summer Jobs program, 
Tansley was able to hire a university student as a Summer  
Outreach Youth Coordinator this past summer.  
 
This position allowed Tansley to reach into the community to  
develop relationships and work with children and their families. 
The focus was on support of Chill Zone, pop-up play sites in  
nearby parks, programming in local community complexes,  
community Outreach programs such as the Block Party, the backpack program and 
youth/teen activities (movie night, sports night).  



The ñFood for Lifeò outreach program has been housed at 
Tansley for more than four years. This program is serving 
over 40 families a week now. Many of the people using 
this program use it as a supplement to their income when 
needed.  

 
This program is unique to Halton and collects surplus food from grocery stores and 
other sources. One of their main goals is to share the food and keep it out of the 
landfills. The food is housed in a warehouse on Mountainside Drive and a truck  
arrives each Friday to Tansley where a group of volunteers separate and bag the 
food for the individual families.   We have a wonderful group of approximately 15  
volunteers that come for a couple of hours to welcome clients, sort, and bag the food 
each Friday. We have made many friendships in our community over coffee and 
cookies each week.  
 
Our program has expanded where we now have a table where we put second hand 
clothes and offer this to our community.  Clients as well as many in our church like to 
recycle things to this table. 
   
Many thanks to our Tansley volunteers who come out to support 
this program.  Each person offers so much to the program.  If you 
would like to join us or see this program in action drop by on a  
Friday at 10 oôclock. You would be most welcome. 
 
For more information, speak with Marsha Ahrens.  

 
Halton Fresh Food Box Update.  
  
This very successful program has expanded to include more than 
60 families each month. And to think we started with a dozen! The 
boxes contain vegetables and fruit, mostly from local growers. 

This eliminates a middleman and clients get the produce for a very reasonable price. 
Most clients pay $10, $15 or $20 for a food box of the appropriate size but we also 
have several families who have vouchers from Ontario Works or Halton Childrenôs 
Services. As well, Tansley United Church Women and other congregation members 
have been making donations. We sponsor 3 or 4 families each month and would  
welcome donations so that we may continue to do so.  
 
If you can help please see Lynn Merwart, Cheryl Caldwell or 
Sheila Young.  
 

Food Security 



Emergency Food Pantry 
 
Tansley maintains a cupboard of non-perishable food items to be used when  
families need some immediate help.  Food is donated by Tansley members, as well 
as, from Burlington Food Share donations from the community.   We are always in 
need of personal care products such as toilet paper, Kleenex, diapers, shampoo, 
toothpaste etc. 
 

Burlington Food Share 
Tansley is a member of Burlington Food Share. 
Food and gift card donations to support our food 
access programs are collected through a local  
grocery store.  

http://burlingtonfoodshare.ca/ 

OTHER 
 
Mission jar - projects for 2015  
 
Tansley has a mission jar in the sanctuary each Sunday to collect 
loose change (or larger amounts if people are so motivated)  
towards specific projects that rotate throughout the year. These 
projects have ranged from Haiti (see below), school lunch  
supplies, sports equipment shed, backpack project etc.  
 
 
Wesley Centre 
 
Tansley collects mugs from the congregation every year to donate to Wesley  
Centre in Hamilton for their meal program.   
 
We also collect and donate hats, mittens, scarfs for their No Charge Christmas 
Store each November. 

http://burlingtonfoodshare.ca/


First Nations Support 
 
Tansley has initiated some projects in support of youth in First Nations communities 
along the James Bay coast and in areas close to the northern Manitoba/Ontario  
border.  In addition to financial donations, we will be organizing other fundraising 
events throughout the year. 
 
After reading Up Ghost River, by Edmund Metatawabin who is a  
former First Nations Chief of Fort Albany and a survivor of the  
residential school system, the Tansley book club was so moved by his 
story that over $300 was collected in one day to be able to send  
multiple shipments of fresh fruit (extremely expensive to purchase  
locally in fly-in northern communities) to early child care centres in 
First Nations communities along the James Bay coast and in areas 
close to the northern Manitoba/Ontario  
border. 

We wanted to do more and learned that there is a shortage of  
snowsuits for the same children in these same remote communities. 
Without warm winter clothing the opportunity for these young children 
to play outside during cold weather is limited or eliminated.  The idea 
was born of organizing a snowsuit drive in September 2016 where we 
invited members of the community and members of Tansley United 
Church to donate gently used or new snowsuits. Financial donations 

are also accepted.  We plan to continue to investigate further ways that we can help 
these First Nations Communities.  If you would like to donate to one of our First  
Nations projects or to get involved with the group, please speak with  
someone on the Outreach Committee.   
 
Thanks to Edmund Metatawabin for writing Up Ghost River. ñMiigwetchò (Thank you!) 

Haiti 
 
In late April 2013 a group of 8 from Tansley went to the Cap Haitian area of Haiti to 
explore the possibilities of outreach to that area. We worked with an organization, 
Empower Global, that was well-established in the area. Tansley made a commitment 
to them to provide $15,000 over a three-year period to support an agronomist working 
with local groups to improve their agricultural skills in order to provide a source of 
healthy, good food. We have fulfilled the commitment as of October 2016 and  
Empower Global has restructured the program with support from other 
sources.  Thank you Tansley for your help to the people in northern Haiti, who are 
now able to raise more food and live a bit better! Please contact Janice Hatt for  
additional information. 

 
Eyeglasses for Sierra Leone   
 
We collect used prescription eyeglasses for Sierra Leone. To date, over 350 pairs of 
prescription glasses have been collected / donated.   


